




"NEW" FAA WINGS INFORMATION


Why "New" FAA WINGS?

The FAA database apparently showed consistently dropping participation in the Wings Program over the past few years. They decided that it needed to be totally revitalized.


What is unchanged from the previous WINGS?

In both the previous and the present WINGS program, pilots participating in the WINGS - Pilot Proficiency Program and completing any phase within the past 24months need not accomplish the required flight review, per CFR 61.56. ("BFR")

What is different?


The previous program specified the number of hours/flights for ground + flight training - the present program only specifies proficiency, in the various maneuvers - (achieving 3 credits of flight), not the time or number of flights used.

To obtain the Basic phase, each pilot must complete three knowledge credits (K) of instruction and  three credits of Flight proficiency (F) as required in the respective PTS, as outlined in each course description. One or more of these 3 credits are designed to cover current subject matter that the FAASTeam has determined to be critical areas of operation, which in the preceding months have been found to be major causal factors in aircraft accidents. The remaining subject matter credits are left to the discretion of the pilot and may be picked from any elective course or syllabi .

The elements and phases of the WINGS program are designed to be completed in order.  You can always complete a higher-level event, but credit will be given at the lowest available phase. 

Also, the previous program required one Safety Seminar or Online Course attended. A "blue card" was issued to certify attendance at an authorized Safety Seminar.  The present Wings program requires 3 Safety Seminars or Online Courses completed (i.e. three knowledge (K) credits of instruction).
A wings "pin" was issued for any of 20 phases of Wings.  The present Wings has 3 Phases: Basic, Advanced and Master and at the present time there are no wings "pins" to be issued.


How does the present WINGS work?

The WINGS - is a Web based Pilot Proficiency Program based on the premise that pilots who        maintain currency and proficiency in the basics of flight will enjoy a safer flying experience. 

It is a totally automated system. All you need to do to see the courses that will qualify for any particular phase:
 Go to FAASafety.gov and create an account -(A new password is needed every 90 days.)  then log in - click on WINGS-Pilot Proficiency Program -listen to the informative 21 minute tutorial, then set up an Airman Profile, checking as many or as few of the aircraft categories and certificates you wish to use for your   WINGS - Then click on MY WINGS and you will find a screen which lists all your Knowledge (i.e. ground credits - seminars and online courses) and Flight credits that you need .
There is Online tracking of every pilot's progress in the personal "Wings" 

So here is all the technical information, but remember, this is all tracked here on "My WINGS" for you, so don't get too worried about which phase or what requirements you must meet just yet.
– How to Get Started

After logging in click on the WINGS - Pilot Proficiency Program link on the FAASafety.gov web site, click on “Start My WINGS!” (You will be reminded to input your desired airman profile for Wings).
FAA WINGS PROCEDURES: 

1) Log on to FAASafety.gov, After inserting your password, when the site 
opens, it defaults to the "My FAASafety.gov Home" page with the My 
FAASafety.gov drop-down menu visible.  Click on "WINGS-PILOT PROFICIENCY 
PROGRAM"; then:" Wings information " You can get much help from the site 
and may not even need the step-by-step instructions below: 

2.  click on "Airman Profile" confirm that it is as you wish it to be. Add your BFR date when requested.  click on"save". Note that you may change your Airman Profile any time you wish. 

3. Click on "My WINGS" . -

You will see a table of your progress and requirements: 
"WINGS -Pilot Proficiency Program -BASIC" 

On the left side of this table you will see a Heading: KNOWLEDGE -There are three lines of items, all starting with the purple letter 'K'. Either a red 'R' (required), or a red 'E' (Elective); then a blue 'B' (Basic).  -When you Click on the 'binoculars' icon on the first line, you will see 
what is required: -(the screen may shift to WINGS - Activity Search screen - if you haven't set your target area on a previous screen) -click on the "Search Form" to set your target area, (i.e. how many miles from a zip code you choose to search for available courses) 

It then lists courses which are in your target area which meet the requirements of KRB e.g Course ALC-28 -The Art of Aeronautical Decision-Making - followed by the applicable credits for that course: K R B - 1 credit. Clicking on the course number (e.g.ALC-28) will give you information.
about that course,(which happens to be an online course) and its Reference Number. You can take the course any time you wish. - You can also browse the course before taking it.  It will also show local events, Safety Seminars, etc. which are located in your target area. 

On the right side of this table, you will see a heading: Flight - There are three lines of items, all starting with the purple letter 'F': Either a red 'R' (required), or a red 'E' (Elective) follow; 
then a blue 'B' (Basic). Click on the 'binoculars' icon on the first line, to see what is required. 

4) Click on the binoculars next to FRB (Flight-Required-Basic Credit) 
- you will see what the Flight Requirements are: 
the -Activity Number; then the Activity Name, Credit and Description: 
e.g.A-FAASTEAM-W-070405-F-002-25 - G = Glider (-Takeoffs, Launches, 
Landings, Slips )- Click on the activity number and you will see a 
screen titled: Accredited Activity Information: 
Listed on the left side below G: Takeoffs, Launches, Landings, Slips 
is A-FAASTEAM-W-070405-F-002-25 , listing tasks taken from the Glider 
PTS verbatim - Area of Operaton IV. 

If you click again at that activity number you will then be offered a 
PDF file of the Glider PTS, which you can download and print. 

- It is strongly advised that you bring your own personal copy of the PTS 
for easy reference when you brief your Instructor prior to flight. 

-Tell your instructor that you will be submitting his/her email address 
so that he/she may validate your credit. (He/she must be registered on FAA.gov.) 

-On the left side of the same screen is a rectangle (with paper and 
pencil icon) stating: Request Credit! Click Here Now! 
- After the required flight tasks have been completed, go back to that 
screen and click that rectangle. 

- To Request Credit for the Flight/s, do the following steps: 

 -After the flight, e.g. as described above: 

5) Click on the activity which was just completed; 
then click on the icon to "Request Credit for Event" 

6) Fill out date of event, select a validator from one of the dropdown 
boxes, or input your instructor's email address. 
Click on "Submit for Validation". An automatic email requesting credit 
validation will be sent to the validator. Once validated an email will 
also be sent to the requestor, informing them of this.  (If your instructor prefers not to be involved in the Wings program, you may ask another instructor -or an FAASafety.gov Representative - to validate these flights as long as your instructor has documented in your logbook that you have satisfactorily completed the required maneuvers)


When you have completed the 3 K and the 3 F credits required for the Basic phase of the Wings, click on "Print Certificate".  That is your proof that you have completed this Wings Phase.
I will try to help you with any other questions you may have 

Good Luck! I am learning about this also 

-Monique 
FAASafety.gov Representative 

Other detailed notes :

A current listing of course material, subject matter, FAASTeam events, activities, flight requirements, and credit values can be found by going to your "My WINGS" page when you are registered on FAASafety.gov and signed up for the WINGS - Pilot Proficiency Program. 

To give you an example of the specific "Knowledge" (online courses or attendance at authorized training events) and Flight requirements for the Basic WINGS Phase for a selected Private Glider Pilot category (i.e. even if you have other pilot ratings, you may decide to do your WINGS only as a Private Pilot Glider), here below are listed actual required credits in both Knowledge and Flight areas, as of today - [note that the actual Required courses may change from time to time, based on the FAA's information regarding aircraft accident causal factors or emphasis areas]: 

-----3 credit units of Knowledge are required:

1 K required credit is the online course called "The Art of Aeronautical Decision Making"

1 K required credit is the online course called "Know your Notams"

1 K elective credit is an online course or attendance at a Safety Event in your designated local area (e.g. 50 miles from your home) chosen from over a dozen titles, e.g. "Top 5 Errors Pilots Make", "Flight Review Prep Guide", "TFRs and Special Use Airspace", "GPS for VFR Operations", or the NCSA SAFETY SEMINAR, Feb 23rd, 2008......

------3 credit units of Flight - require demonstration of Proficiency in specified PPG PTS tasks:

1 F required credit includes: Takeoffs, Launches, Landings and Slips.

1 F required credit includes:  Slow Flight, Stalls, Soaring, Steep Turns

1 F elective credit can include Air and Ground Tasks, such as Assembly, Downwind Landing, Simulated Off-Airport Landing, Ground Handling, Slack Line, Boxing the Wake, Thermalling,etc.

-When you have completed the required F (Flight) credits, you request credit by clicking on the activity number for what you have completed, e.g. Take offs, slips, landings or Slow flight/Stalls/Steep Turns 

You then fill in the name and email address of your instructor, familiar with this activity and click on "request credit".  your instructor then receives an email from faasafety.gov asking him to validate your credit request. If your instructor prefers not to participate in the Wings, you may ask another instructor (or FAASafety.gov Representative) to validate your maneuvers completed, as long as the instructor you flew with has specified those maneuvers as being satisfactorily completed.

When you have a passing grade in an online course (note that the ADM passing grade is 100%), you receive a certificate, which you can print and insert in your logbook.  In addition your credits toward a WINGS phase are automatically updated for you on your "my WINGS" progress record.

The WINGS credit protocol is setup to fill in the lowest level option first, ie., Basic, then Advanced, then Master.  You cannot move into the Advanced phase until the appropriate Basic phase has been satisfied, even if the event is for a higher credit.  So a KEM  credit would substitute for a KEA or KEB (which ever is lower and available), and a KEA credit would substitute for an available KEB.  Once all the Basic electives are fulfilled, then a KEA credit would be given in the Advanced phase.

 

The elements and phases of the WINGS program are designed to be completed in order.  You can always complete a higher-level event, but credit will be given at the lowest available phase

You can check out the WINGS program in more detail, by going to the FAA safety website at FAASafety.gov. Then you can make a decision to register and participate. If you wish, you can just sign up to be alerted to safety events in your local area without signing up to participate in the WINGS program.  Give it a try; it is easier than it seems at first and you and your instructor can tailor the requirements for your own particular training needs; you can cancel your enrollment at any time. 

After you have successfully completed a phase of WINGS, you will be able to download a certificate

that you can print. Included is a wallet size certificate that you can carry with you.

Simply click on the “Download Certificate” link under your Current Wings Phase box located on the

right hand side of your screen.

*Note, if you have not completed a WINGS phase, the box will appear as n/a and you do not have a

certificate to download:
-Monique Weil

FAASafety.gov Representative
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