Byron Cross Country

XC Potential

· 300-500km especially during the spring (March-June) and fall.

· May require 20-30 miles 6000-7000ft tows when local lift not presents .

· 25 miles tow @ 80knots = 30 minutes round trip
· Typical altitude over the Diablo range south of Byron is 6000-8000, occasional 10,000. 
· Soarable most days from spring to fall.

· Easy glide back to Byron with high performance gliders.
Suggested release areas

· Rel1 – 20 Statue miles from Byron N37:33:16, W121:36:16

· Rel2 – 25 Statue miles from Byron
N37:28:43, W121:33:13

· Rel3 – 30 Statue miles from Byron
N37:24:38, W121:32:33

· Rel4 (Mt. Oso) 25 Statue miles from Byron N37:30:14, W121:22:16

· Diablo Wave in north wind days - 37:50.85N,121:54.43W 
Suggested tasks

· Silver Badge straight out: Byron to Patterson (56km)

· Silver Badge O&R: Byron to Grande (10km w of Patterson in the hills) and return to Byron

· Byron – Pacheco pass – Byron: 100 miles 

· Straight Out to Avenal: 240km 
· Gold Badge: Byron/Rel1-4 – San Benito Mtn (EL4) – Byron: 230 miles (300Km gold distance)

· Diamond Badge: Byron – Hwy41 (South of Avenal) – Byron: 324 miles (500km diamond distance)

· Straight Out Gold Distance: Byron/Rel1-4 to Taft or New Cuyama : (300km gold distance) 

· Byron – New Cuyama – Byron: 450 Miles (700km)

Tips for successful XC from Byron

· No need to go to Mt Diablo unless you want to fly local or go north. 

· Poor lift north over the delta except on unstable post frontal days

· Best route south along the Diablo range

· Often strong convergence marked with clouds over the highest terrain east of Mt Hamilton towards Mt Oso, persists all day

· When above 8K you can go in the middle, if lower move  towards the west or east side.

· When below 4000ft stick to the foothills on the east side or even move over the hwy, there is often a weak shear line along the hwy which may last till late in the day

· Plenty of places to land on the east side, airstrip every 10 miles or so.

· Unless clouds indicate otherwise, stay on the east side when crossing the Pacheco pass (sea breeze on the west, potential convergence on the east)
Landable airports south of Byron

· Livermore (Tower, OK if can’t make it back to Byron)

· Meadowlark

· Tracy

· New Jerusalem

· Westley (marginal, probably not aero retrievable)

· Patterson 

· Crows Landing (Huge, but access unknown)

· Gustine

· Los Banos

· Panoche

Nearby Alternate Landing Sites
a) Funny Farm 

· Distance from Byron: 7nm 

· Position: Due north of Byron airport along Byron hwy

· Coordinates: 37:56.812N,121:38.847W, elevation 29F
· Runway: 17/35 1880 x 20 ft paved 

Notes:

· South half narrow. Land only on the north half. 

· Private airport. Owner agreed we can land only if we have to.

· Ground Retrieve Only
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b) Meadowlark 

· Distance from Byron: 10nm 

· Position: South West of Byron airport, west side of the Altamont path

· Coordinates: 37:39:41N,121:41:37W, Elevation 732F
· Runway: 07/25 1860 x 25 ft 

Notes:

· Private airport. 
· Ground Retrieve Only
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c) Tracy 

· Distance from Byron: 12nm 

· Position: South East of Byron airport

· Coordinates: 37:41:21N,121:26:31W,Elevation 193F,07/25  22.8
· Runway: 07/25 4000 x 100 ft , 12/30  4000 x 100 ft
· Radio: 122.8

Notes:

· Aero Retrieve 

[image: image3.jpg]



Helpful Web Addresses 

Waypoint List

http://soaring.aerobatics.ws/TP/Hollister/
Weather Links:

· RUC BlipMap - http://www.drjack.info/BLIP/RUC/CANV/index.html 

· ETA BlipMap - http://www.drjack.info/BLIP/ETA/CANV/index.html 

· RASP BlipMap - http://www.drjack.info/RASP/PANOCHE/index.html 

· BlipMap Univiewer - http://www.drjack.info/BLIP/univiewer.html 
· Blipspot - http://www.drjack.info/BLIP/RUC/SPOT/index.html 

· Sattelite - http://sat.wrh.noaa.gov/satellite/1km/Monterey/VIS1MRY.GIF 

· Color Sattelite - http://www.wunderground.com/satellite/vis/1k/US/CA/Byron.html
· Local Forecast - http://www.wunderground.com/cgi-bin/findweather/getForecast?query=Byron%2C+CA
· NOAA Weather Forecast - http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mtr/forecast.php
· Area Forecast Discussion - http://www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd/productviewnation.php?pil=MTRAFDMTR&version=0
· Oakland Sounding - http://www.rap.ucar.edu/weather/upper/oak.gif 

· Oakland Sounding - http://topaflyers.com/weather/soundings/oak.png 

· Wind Data - http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mesowest/mwmap.php?map=mtr&limit=1
· Diablo Wind - http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mesonet/getobext.php?sid=MDAC1&table=1&banner=off
On Line Contest:
· Daily Flights - http://www.ssa.org/members/contestreports/OLC.htm 
· NCSA Flights – http://www2.onlinecontest.org/olcphp/2006/ausw_wertung.php?olc=olc-usa&spr=en&ein_verein=2737  

· OLC Guide - http://www.ssa.org/members/contestreports/OLC.htm  
