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Is Cross Country Soaring from Byron Possible? 
 

 

ABSOLUTELY!!! 
 



Stress Free Cross Country From Byron 
In a 40:1 or Better Glider 

 

6,000’ – 7,000’ cloud bases are not uncommon 
during the spring soaring season and get you pretty 
much anywhere you can reach within the available 
soaring day! 

 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

Commonly Considered Landouts for Non-Club Glider Flight Planning: 
·Napa 
·Nut Tree 
·Rio Vista 
·Stockton 
·Livermore 
·Meadowlark 
·Tracy 
·San Antonio Valley 
·New Jerusalem 
·Crows Landing, Gustine and few others south of Tracy 
·Ried Hillview 
·San Martin 
·Los Banos 
·And many more (check the waypoints databases) 

 



Beautiful Spring Soaring Day Over Byron 
5,000’-7,000’ Cloud Streets Going Forever! 

 



My Most Memorable XC Flight  
from BYRON!!! 



My Most Memorable XC Flight  
from BYRON!!! 

NAM, RASP, and SkySight, forecast an amazing day 
with huge cross country potential. I released under a 
cloud at 2,000’ MSL almost directly above the Byron 
airport and climbed to 4,500’ in the first thermal. 



My Most Memorable XC Flight  
from BYRON!!! 

From that point on I was 
 

“Off To The Races” 



Mt. Diablo Bagged – Southbound Now 
7 miles North of Tracy at 6,100’ 



Thermalling with Golden Eagle 
South of Tracy at 6,500’ 



Heading for San Antonio Valley at 6,200’ 
Safety Airport is Still Tracy 



Red Mountain and San Antonio Valley 
Westbound at 7,500’ 



Heading for Lick Observatory 
Westbound at 7,400’ 

Safety Airport is Now San Martin 



Almost there at 6,800’ 
Note Lower Cloud Bases on West Side 



Southbound - South of SAV at 6,400’ 
Safety Airport is Now Patterson 



Crossing Pacheco Pass at 6,500’ 
Safety Airport is Now Hollister 



EL1 and Panoche Just Ahead 
Climbing Through 7,500’ 



408 km and Over 5 Hours in the Air 
My Turnpoints for This Flight 

ÅDepart Byron 
ÅMount Diablo 
ÅMount Oso (West of Patterson) 
ÅLick Observatory (Mount Hamilton) 
ÅEL1 Just North of Panoche 
ÅFarmington Airstrip (East of Stockton and 2/3 of 

the way to the Sierra Foothills) 
ÅUp to the Delta and put my toes over the water 
ÅLanding at Byron 



Who has Flown Cross Country From Byron? 

Based on a Search in OLC Andre Found: 
·Andre Sosinski 

·Ben Hiroshima 

·Buzz Graves 

·Dan Colton 

·Darren Braun 

· Larry Suter 

·Marianne Guerrin 

·Morteza Ansari 

·Paul Lowenstein 

·Ramy Yanetz 

·Roy Moeller 

· Shannon Madsen 

·Yuliy Gerchikov 

 



What Their Flights Look Like!!! 



Even Without Ramy It’s Impressive 



Tips for 
Stress-Free Cross Country 

from Byron 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

·Join the Thursday Weather Analysis Zoom Meetings 
·Look for a day that forecasts: 

· Ideally 5,000’ or higher Cumulus Cloud Base 

· Boundary Layer Cloud Cover of 50-75% 

· Boundary Layer Average Winds not more than 10 knots 

·Pro Tip: Use the SkySight “Route Forecast” tab 

 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

·Check TFRs the morning of your fight 
·Communicate your proposed task, and flight time, with the 

Field Manager or a Flying Buddy 
·Communicate your proposed task, and flight time, with the 

Tow Pilot (so he is informed and available to retrieve you if 
needed) 
·Get, at a minimum, cell phone numbers for the FM and 

Tow Pilot 
·Carry a tracker (e.g., Garmin/Inreach or SPOT) and make 

sure it has tracking turned on prior to take-off 
·If winds are over 10 knots, start flight with your first leg 

upwind 
 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

Dress for Success 

·Carry water and snacks 

·Wear/bring layers for hot/cold temperature if extremes 
are forecast for the day 

·Bring a “minimal content” landout kit 

 



Is Cross Country Soaring from Byron Possible… 
 

Even Using Club Ships 

and Club XC Rules? 
 
 

ABSOLUTELY!!! 
 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

Club Ships and NCSA XC Endorsement Limitations 
·Club ships best L/D is 36:1 (KP & 81C) 38:1 (Cirrus) 

·NCSA XC endorsement requires an 18:1 L/D for flight planning and 
execution (50% of listed L/D) 

·NCSA XC endorsement requires using only paved public airports 
that are aero-retrievable as landout options (but be safe in an 
emergency) 

·Club rules allow up to a full-day ship reservation if planning an xc or 
badge flight 

·Make sure you have the required minimum liability and damage 
coverage in your insurance policy 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

REMEMBER FAR 91:103 
·“Each pilot in command shall, before beginning a flight, 

become familiar with all available information concerning 
that flight.” 

·At a minimum: 
· runway lengths at airports of intended use 

· information appropriate to the aircraft, relating to aircraft 
performance under expected values of airport elevation and runway 
slope, aircraft gross weight, and wind and temperature 

·Get a weather briefing (e.g.., use the 1800wxbrief.com app on 
cell phone or computer) 

·Carry something with airport information for all intended 
safety airports (e.g., Sectional, ForeFlight, XCSoar, Avare, etc.) 

 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 
5,000’ - 6,000’ cloud bases get you almost anywhere 

(18:1 L/D with 1,500’ arrival altitude)  

 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

4,000’ cloud bases provide easy Out and Return from 
Byron to: 

·Tracy 

 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

5,000’ cloud bases provide easy Out and Return from 
Byron to: 

·Tracy 

·Stockton 

·Modesto 

·Oakdale 

·Turlock 

·Merced 

 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

6,000’ cloud bases provide easy Out and Return from 
Byron to: 
·Tracy 
·Buchanon (Concord) 
·Napa (across the Delta) 
·Rio Vista (across the Delta) 
·Stockton 
·Oakdale 
·Modesto 
·Turlock 
·Merced 
·Los Banos 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

For a comprehensive list of waypoints and landout 
options, many with annotations, go to the Davis 
Chappins Turnpoint Manager Database 
(https://app.turnpointmanager.com/): 

 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

Special Note: 
· If you plan to go big in a club glider it is critical to coordinate with 

the FM and tow pilot to ensure that an aero-retrieve is available at 
any of your chosen safety airports 

·Plan to land early enough as considerations include: 

· Tow plane flight distance from Byron (think fuel consumption for 
the tow plane) 

· Tow pilot availability (he/she might have a hot date later that 
day) 

· Forecast weather changes throughout the day 

· Time of sunset (we don’t fly in the dark) 

 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

In your Own Private Ship: 

Should “Plan A” aero retrieve not be possible, there are other 
tried and true options for getting back to Byron: 

·Plan B is ground retrieve 

·Plan C is Uber self-retrieve (invented by Ramy) 

 

We are a community.  No one will be left out, and no one will 
get a hard time for landing out. 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

Presentation Part 2 

 

Welcome our newest CFI-G and XC mentor 

 

Andre Sosinski 

 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

Like Dan said, soaring is a SOCIAL sport so you do 
not have to do this alone!!! 

 

I would not be where I am without help from my 
instructors and my mentors like Larry, Harry, Buzz, 

and Ramy. 

 

NCSA can be proud of our contribution to soaring, 
pushing the envelope, and providing opportunities. 

 

 

 

 



2025 WeGlide Ranking (USA) 
NCSA is #10 out of 343 US based clubs (#166 globally out of Thousands) 



2025 WeGlide Ranking (USA) 
The rankings don’t happen by luck, lots of kilometers go into it: 



2025 WeGlide Ranking (USA) 
CONGRATS to Ramy for being #3 in the US in 18m Class 



2025 WeGlide Ranking (USA) 
CONGRATS to Dan for placing #32 in the competitive 15m class 



2025 WeGlide Ranking (USA) 
CONGRATS to Stan for placing #21 in the Club class 



2025 WeGlide Ranking (USA) 
Andre made #1 in the US in Standard Class 



Resources for XC from Byron 
NCSA XC Development Program: 

·Join the NCSA XC WhatsApp Group (Ramy, Dan & Andre) 

·Join the California Soaring WhatsApp Group 

·Attend the Thursday evening Weather Briefings 

·Ask to be mentored or schedule a XC flight with CFI-G 

·Attempt Badge Flights 

·Attend Thermal and XC Camps at AIR SAILING 

·Start flying the NCSA WeGlide Tasks (18:1 in club ships) 

·FLY MORE!!! 

 



WeGlide Byron NCSA Task #1 



Andre’s LANDOUT in Tracy 



WeGlide Byron NCSA Task #10 



NCSA Task #10 (aka: The Roy Moeller) 



More resources for XC from Byron 

·Instructors and Club Members who are also XC Mentors 

·Weekly Thursday Evening “Soaring Weather Analysis and 
Task Planning” Zoom Meetings 

·PowerPoint Presentations on NCSA Web Site: 
·XC Flight Planning from Byron  

·Soaring Weather Forecasting for Dummies 

·Blipmap for Dummies 

·Safe XC Soaring from Byron 

·XC Flight Planning from Byron 

·Beyond Tracy 

 



Resources for XC from Byron 

Waypoint and Airport Databases 
·Worldwide Soaring Turnpoints Exchange: 

https://soaringweb.org/TP/NA.html 

·Airports Database:  
https://soaringdata.info/airports/waypoints.php 

·Davis Chappins Waypoints Database: 
https://app.turnpointmanager.com/ 

·Soaring Airspace Files: 
https://soaringdata.info/aviation/airspaceTab.html 

·TFR Download: https://soaringdata.info/tfrs/tfrs.php 

·FAA TFR Map: https://tfr.faa.gov/tfr3/?page=map 

 

https://soaringweb.org/TP/NA.html
https://soaringdata.info/airports/waypoints.php
https://app.turnpointmanager.com/
https://soaringdata.info/aviation/airspaceTab.html
https://soaringdata.info/tfrs/tfrs.php
https://tfr.faa.gov/tfr3/?page=map


Resources for XC from Byron 

YouTube Videos 

·Dan Colton Adventures Unlimited: 
·Davis Chappins Turnpoint Manager Database 

·Airspace Safety Training 

·Minimum Energy Landings 

·Porch Chat on McCready Theory and Practical Applications 

·Fly With Me Over Tiger Country (video of flight from this 
presentation) 

·Orange Pants - Philip Lee: 
·When to Stop for a Thermal – An Algorithm for Speed 

·Soaring Forecasts - How to Read the Weather 

·How I learned to Glide Faster and Why it was Backwards 

 



Stress-Free Cross Country from Byron 

Questions? 


